
Grace McGuire is a Scottish import.  She was born 
in the village Kirn on the Holy Loch in the Scottish 
Highlands.  Grace attended schools in Scotland, 
England, Nova Scotia and New Jersey.
Grace is a pilot and holds licenses as a commercial 
pilot and flight instructor.   She holds ratings 
in multi-engine, seaplane and instrument.  She 
is a graduate of Deep Run Aviation, Marlboro, 
NJ., Gibson Air Academy, Wall, NJ., Little Ferry 
Seaplane Flight School, Little Ferry, NJ., North 

America Institute of 
Aviation, Hammonton, 
NJ., and Brookdale 
College, Lincroft, NJ.  
A former member of 
The Wings Club, NYC., 
The Royal Aero Club 
of Great Britain, UK., 
Lakehurst Naval Air 
Warfare Center Flying 
Club, Langley, Va., 
Grace has flown fixed 
wing, seaplane, gliders 
and helicopters.  
In addition to her skills 
as a pilot, she is also 

a vintage aircraft restoration mechanic, having 
learned that craft restoring her 1935 Lockheed 
Electra L-10 E, “MURIEL.”  Aircraft mechanics 
Eddie Gorski and Ward Oakley were her first 
aircraft mechanic instructors and the first to 
work on parts of “Muriel”.   Eddie Gorski was the 
mechanic that readied Amelia’s Lockheed Vega for 
her 1932 solo Atlantic flight from Harbor Grace, 
Newfoundland to Londonderry, Ireland.   Eddie 
spotted Grace at an air show, and thinking she 
looked like Amelia, exclaimed, ’Amelia Is Back’ 
which was printed in the next day paper.  
In May of 1983, Grace participated in the London 
World Trade Centre Air Race from London to 
Londonderry.  Grace made a solo sentimental 
fly-past over Amelia Earhart’s landing place in Mr. 
McGeedy’s field.  Later that day she lay flowers at 
the spot that Amelia first set foot on Irish soil. 

Grace McGuire
2019 Amelia Earhart Pioneering 
Achievement Award Recipient

Downtown Activities

Amelia Earhart Birthplace 
museum

Pioneering Achievement 
award luncheon

Riverfront festivities

historical church tours

For More information:
(913) 367-2427

www.visitatchison.com

Saturday, July 20 ︱ 9:00 am - 4:00 pm
The Commercial Street Mall

Enjoy food and homemade crafts, live 
music, and plenty of activities for the kids on 
Atchison’s beautiful pedestrian plaza. Sign a 

birthday card and join us for cake from 11am-
noon for Amelia's 122nd birthday!

Saturday, July 20 ︱ 10:00 am - 4:00 pm
223 N Terrace

Tour Amelia’s childhood home. 
$6 adults; $1 children 12 & under

Saturday, July 20 | 12:00 pm
Benedictine College, 1020 N 2nd

Luncheon honoring 2019 award recipients, Grace 
McGuire & Grace Muriel Earhart Morrissey. $20

Saturday, July 20 ︱ 1:00 pm - 4:00 pm
Trinity Episcopal Church, 300 S. 5th

Tour the historic church where Amelia was 
baptized. Refreshments will be served.

Saturday, July 20 ︱ Beginning at 4:30 pm
Atchison Riverfront

Enjoy live music, food, vendors, aerobatics and 
the "Concert in the Sky" fireworks finale on 

the stunning Atchison Riverfront, one of the 
highlights of the annual festival.

Free and open to the public.

July 20, 2019 | 10:15 am
Atchison, Kansas

Speaker 
Symposium

"“Everyone has oceans to fly"

Featuring
Grace McGuire

Amelia Earhart look-alike who flew the London to 
Londonderry Race 51 years after Amelia landed in Derry.

Bronagh Sharkey
Member of the Amelia Earhart Legacy 
Association of Derry, Northern Ireland

Cathy Scroggs
Symposium Moderator & Project Manager for 

the Atchison Amelia Earhart foundation 

Nicole McElhinney
Member of the Amelia Earhart Legacy 
Association of Derry, Northern Ireland



2019 Symposium SpeakersAmeliA eArhArt FestivAl 
speAker symposium

sAturdAy, July 20, 10:15 Am

Benedictine college o'mAlley 
mcAllister Auditorium

Bronagh Sharkey is a wife, 
mother, grandmother and great- 
grandmother. Bronagh has a BA 
honours in English Literature & 
Drama at University of Ulster, 
Coleraine and Universita di 
Sasari, Sardinia. 
Bronagh is one 
of the founding 
members of 
the Amelia 
Earhart Legacy 
Association, 
Derry, Northern 
Ireland. Bronagh 
is also an 
active member of FWIN (Foyle 
Womens Information Network 
and several other community 
based organisations. Bronagh is 
also currently a serving member 
on the board of Women in 
Enterprise, Derry.

BronaGH Sharkey
Nicole McElhinney 
is a wife, mother 
& grandmother. 
Nicole has a 
foundation 
degree in Law, 
Spanish, English 
Literature and 
Mathematics. 
She has worked 
for several years in the field of Law 
and is now currently employed 
at SKY TV. Nicole is one of the 
founding members of the Amelia 
Earhart Legacy Association, Derry, 
Norther Ireland. Nicole is also 
involved with several community 
enterprise organisations and is 
currently a serving member on the 
board of Women in Enterprise, 
Derry

Nicole McElhinney

Cathy Scroggs

Join the Amelia Earhart Festival 
Committee and Symposium 
sponsors as we welcome a panel 
of women who care deeply about 
Amelia Earhart and particularly 
her flight from Harbour Grace, 
Newfoundland to Derry, 
Northern Ireland in May of 1932.  
Find out what these women feel 
Amelia’s 15 hour fight meant for 
women in 1932, and what it still 
means for women, her birthplace, 
and the two cities that share her 
Atlantic honor.  How does this 
feat in the record books resonate 
with us today and how can we use 
it to inspire children in today’s 
world?

23rd Annual
AmeliA 
eArhArt 
FestivAl

The Amelia Earhart Legacy 
Assocation of DerryCathy Scroggs has been retired as News Director at 

KMAN in Manhattan, KS, for almost a year.  A native of 
of Atchison, she is a graduate of the 
University of Kansas & now serves 
as Project Manager for the Atchison 
Amelia Earhart Foundation.  She 
is also co-owner of Mission Creek 
Camp in Topeka, KS, & Hope Ranch 
in Manhattan, KS, serving children & 
adults with disabilities.

The Society was formed to celebrate & enhance the memory 
of Amelia Earhart's historic landing in Derry, County Lon-
donderry on May 21st, 1932 on her transatlantic solo flight. 
They aim to encourage young ladies to pursue careers in 
aviation, aeronautics & aerospace throughout the promotion 
of flight & aviation programs. Their long term goals include a 
statue of Amelia Earhart in their city, a monument at the site 
of the landing, and a school and visitors centre. They hope 
that by doing this, the many tourists that come to visit our 
beautify city from around the world will also celebrate the 
landing in their city of this amazing inspirational woman.


